
Metadata Templates Specifications

Dataverse Network version 3
 
Study metadata are described by templates. There are parent (root) templates and child 
templates.
A template has a set of fixed metadata fields for the following sections: Citation Information, 
Abstract and Scope, Terms of Use, Data Set Availability. The Data Collection and Methodology 
section and the Other Information section allow new fields.
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Rules
● Parent templates are only created at the Network level. Child templates can be created 

at the Dataverse level.
● New fields can only be added (or edited/removed) in parent templates. When a field is 

added, the user sets: a name, a description, the type (text box, text area, allow HTML, 
date), and multiplicity

● A field in a template can be set as required, recommended, optional, or hidden 
(exception: Title and ID are always required)

● A field in a template can be associated with a controlled vocabulary of allowed values.
● Once a template is ready, it’s released/enable to be used by studies.
● There is a default template at the Network level and a default template for each 

dataverse (which could be the same as the Network level default)
● A template is used to create a study. Once the study is created, it cannot switch to 

another template.
● Once a template is used by a study, it cannot be removed, its added fields cannot be 

removed or edit, and its controlled vocabulary values cannot be removed or edit (is this 
too restrictive? Should we allow to edit controlled vocabulary values, but not metadata 
field names and types?)

● You can clone a template from another template
 

Use Cases/Mockups
 
Role:  Network Administrator
 
The network administrator is responsible for creating study templates.  The Manage Study 
Templates page will provide a list of study templates and links to initiate copying and 
editing templates.   A default study template containing the Data Collection Methodology for 



social science researchers will be part of the general Dataverse installation.   The network 
administrator may add and edit templates to accommodate the Data Collection Methodologies 
of other research disciplines.    New fields required for a custom Data Collection Methodology 
may be entered by the network administrator.  In every template the study title and ID fields 
must always be required.  All other fields may be marked as required, recommended, optional 
or hidden.  The network administrator may set up a controlled vocabulary for any field in the 
template.  Once a template is ready it may be released so that it may be used in the creation of 
studies.  Once a template has been used by a study it may not be removed.  
 

 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 
This section of the Edit Template page shows where a network administrator may add new 
fields to a custom data collection methodology.  This is also where default values and input 
levels are set.  The “Vocabulary” link brings up a pop-up form for setting the controlled 
vocabulary of a given field.
 



 
 
 
 
 
Role: Dataverse Administrator
 
The Dataverse administrator is responsible for selecting templates to be made available for 
study creation.  He can select one or more network level templates.  He may also make a local 
copy of any network template to change field input levels to make them more restrictive, that 
is recommended fields may be made required, optional fields my be made recommended, etc.  
He may not add new fields or change the controlled vocabulary for any field.  If he would like to 
have a field added or the vocabulary for a field changed he must make a request of the network 
administrator.

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Class Diagram
This diagram shows the relationship between Studies, Templates, Metadata and Study Fields.  
In general, the metadata table holds default values for templates and actual values for studies.  
Values for fields added for custom DCM fields will be stored in the TemplateFieldValue table.  
Select values for controlled vocabulary fields will be stored in the SelectValue table.




